EURIPIDES
to a first wife, no viper could be deadlier.                            310
The little boy has his father for a tower of strength.
[He can talk with him and be spoken to in turn.]
But you, my darling, what will your girlhood be like,
how will your father's new wife like you? She must not
make shameful stories up about you, and contrive               315
to spoil your chance of marriage in the blush of youth,
because your mother will not be there to help you
when you are married, not be there to give you strength
when your babies are born, when only a mother's help
will do.
For I must die. It will not be tomorrow, not                      320
the next day, or this month, the horrible thing will come,
but now, at once, I shall be counted among the dead.
Goodbye, be happy, both of you. And you, my husband,
can boast the bride you took made you the bravest wife,
and you, children, can say, too, that your mother was
brave.                                                                        325
Chorus
Fear nothing; for I dare to speak for him. He will
do all you ask. If he does not, the fault is his.
Admetus
It shall be so, it shall be, do not fear, since you
were mine in life, you still shall be my bride in death
and you alone, no other girl in Thessaly                            330
shall ever be called wife of Admetus in your place.
There is none such, none so marked out in pride of birth
nor beauty's brilliance, nor in anything else. I have
these children, they are enough; I only pray the gods
grant me the bliss to keep them as we could not keep you.    335
I shall go into mourning for you, not for just
a year, but all my life while it still lasts, my dear,
and hate the woman who gave me birth always, detest
my father. These were called my own people. They .were
not
You gave what was your own and dear to buy my life          340
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